
 

THE QE 100 
      

100 Books that: 

  

• reflect the values of QE 

• prepare students for a better 

life 

• are a pleasure to read 
 

 

 



The QE100 books have been chosen by the school librarians and pupil librarians from a 
list of over 300 books nominated by QE students and staff. The final list is a diverse, 
inspiring collection of fiction, non-fiction, manga and graphic novels. 

We hope you find some books on the QE 100 books list that you are interested in 
reading. Why not set yourself a challenge to read them all during your time at QE. Or if 
that seems too much, set yourself a challenge to read one or two of the 100 books each 
term. 

Ask advice from the school librarians about which ones are most appropriate for you 
based on your interests and age. Each book will be relevant for QE students at different 
points in their time at QE. Some are suitable for reading in year 7 whilst some contain 
content that may be more suitable for 6th form students. The aim is to keep reading 
books from the list throughout your time at QE so choose the most appropriate books 
for you and take the time to enjoy and fully appreciate them. 

When you have read one of the QE 100 books, please write a review on the school 
library catalogue and let us know what you thought. 

If there is a book on the list, that you have read and enjoyed, ask the school librarians for 
recommendations of similar books or recommend something similar you have read to 
other students in your review. 

Happy Reading!  



FICTION FOR EVERYONE 

 Title Author QE Values 

1 Cirque Du Freak: The Saga of 
Darren 
Shan  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Darren Shan Selflessness, Self-
Acceptance, Friendship, 
Value of community and co-
operation 

After visiting a mysterious underground freak show, a 
young boy named Darren Shan makes the ultimate 
sacrifice to become a half-vampire and his best 
friend's saviour, plunging him into a dark, supernatural 
world. 

2 Eragon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christopher Paolini Friendship, Courage, Self-
discovery, Developing 
confidence, Co-operation 

A teenage farm boy discovers a mysterious dragon 
egg, binding him to a magical destiny to unite a rebel 
army and defeat a tyrannical, evil king. 

3 Holes Louis Sachar Kindness, Respect, 
Perseverance, Resilience in 
adversity, Integrity, 
Compassion, Embrace 
individuality 

Wrongfully convicted of a crime, a teenager named 
Stanley Yelnats is sent to a brutal juvenile detention 
camp where he and his fellow inmates are forced to 
dig holes for the tyrannical Warden. 
 

4 I Am Number Four Pittacus Lore Finding purpose, Embracing 
identity, Courage, 
Resilience, Adaptable, 
Inclusive 

An alien teenager with supernatural powers hides on 
Earth as a normal high school student while fleeing 
deadly extraterrestrial assassins who must kill him 
and eight other gifted refugees in a specific numerical 
order. 
 

5 Itch Simon Mayo Intellectual curiosity, Seek 
change for a better society, 
Friendship, Developing 
confidence, Environmental 
responsibility 

An accidental discovery of a dangerous, radioactive 
new element forces fourteen-year-old science 
enthusiast Itchingham Lofte to go on the run to 
protect it from a corrupt corporation. 
 



6 Journey to the Centre of the 
Earth  

Jules Verne 

 

 

Perseverance, Courage, 
Intellectual curiosity, Self-
development, Resilience in 
adversity, Developing 
confidence, Co-operation, 
Respect 

An eccentric German professor and his nephew 
embark on a risky expedition down an Icelandic 
volcano into the Earth's interior, following a cryptic 
code left by a medieval alchemist. 
 

7 Kensuke’s Kingdom Michael Morpurgo Resilience, Environmental 
responsibility, Courage, 
Compassion, Cultural 
respect, Friendship 

Shipwrecked on a remote Pacific island a young boy 
forms a friendship with Kensuke, a reclusive Japanese 
WWII veteran. They must learn to survive together and 
protect the island's wildlife. 
 

8 Mortal Engines Philip Reeve Friendship, Co-operation, 
Respect, Learning from 
mistakes, Mental wellbeing, 
Seek change for a better 
society, Prepared to 
challenge injustice 

In a post-apocalyptic world of moving cities, a young 
apprentice teams up with a scarred outcast to stop 
the traction city of London from destroying humanity 
with an ancient superweapon. 
 

9 Once Morris Gleitzman Tolerance, Compassion, 
Empathy, Imaginative 
thinking, Resilience in 
adversity, Courage, 
Kindness 

Once is the story of Felix, a young Jewish boy in Nazi-
occupied Poland who escapes his orphanage to find 
his parents, slowly uncovering the tragic truth of the 
Holocaust through his innocent eyes. 
 

10 Percy 
Jackson 
and the 
Lightening 
Thief 

 

 

 

 

 

Rick Riordan Friendship, Perseverance, 
Resourcefulness, Courage, 
Embracing identity and 
individuality, Self-
acceptance, Inclusiveness 

After discovering he is a demigod, a twelve-year-old 
boy embarks on a quest to find Zeus’s lightning bolt, 
clear his name and prevent catastrophic war among 
the Greek gods. 



11 Safiyyah’s War Hiba Noor Khan Cultural respect and co-
operation, Courage, Seek 
change for a better society 
Resilience in adversity, 
Compassion, Prepared to 
challenge injustice 

A young Muslim girl living in the Grand Mosque of Paris 
during World War II discovers her father's secret 
Resistance efforts and finds the courage to help 
smuggle persecuted Jews to safety. 
 

12 Sherlock Holmes: A Study in 
Scarlet 

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle Intellectual curiosity, 
Analytical thinking, 
Friendship, Respect, 
Perseverance, Well-formed 
convictions  

Eccentric detective Sherlock Holmes and his new 
flatmate, Dr. John Watson, investigate a baffling 
London murder that uncovers a dark tale of religious 
fanaticism, betrayal, and revenge. 
 

13 Skandar and the Unicorn 
Thief 

A.F. Steadman Friendship, Respect, 
Embracing identity and 
individuality, Kindness, 
Mental wellbeing, 
Resilience, Integrity 

In a world of ferocious, elemental unicorns, a boy 
named Skandar bonds with a banned spirit unicorn 
and must use his illegal magic to defeat a mysterious 
thief who is stealing the island's winged beasts. 
 

14 The Boy at 
the Back of 
the Class 

Onjali Q. Rauf Kindness, Empathy, 
Friendship, Cultural respect, 
Courage, Prepared to 
challenge injustice 

A group of compassionate schoolchildren hatch a 
daring plan to help their new classmate, a Syrian 
refugee named Ahmet, find and reunite with his 
separated family. 
 

15 The Lion, The Witch and The 
Wardrobe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C.S. Lewis Self-development, Self-
discovery, Learning from 
mistakes, Selflessness, 
Courage, Responsibility 

Four siblings discover a magical portal inside a 
wardrobe to the enchanted land of Narnia, where they 
must fulfil an ancient prophecy by joining forces with a 
majestic lion to defeat a tyrannical witch and restore 
eternal summer. 
 



16 The Little Prince Antoine De Saint-
Exupéry 

Imaginative thinking, 
Patience, Responsibility, 
Empathy, Mental wellbeing, 
Respect, Considerate, 
Kindness 

A stranded pilot learns the true meaning of life, love, 
and friendship through the eyes of a pure-hearted boy 
from another planet. 
 

17 The Maze Runner James Dashner Friendship, Value of 
community, Resilience, 
Courage, Selflessness, 
Perseverance, Adaptability, 
Self-development 

Thomas wakes up with no memory in a community of 
boys trapped within an ever-shifting, monster-filled 
labyrinth, and must risk everything to uncover the 
deadly conspiracy behind their imprisonment. 
 

18 The 
Phantom 
Tollbooth 

Norton Juster Intellectual curiosity, Love of 
learning, Mindfulness, 
Analytical thinking, Creative 
thinking, Friendship 

When Milo receives a magical tollbooth that 
transports him to the Kingdom of Wisdom, he 
embarks on a whimsical quest and ultimately 
discovers the boundless joy of life and learning. 
 

19 The Shepherd’s 
Granddaughter 

Anne Laurel Carter Cultural respect, Courage, 
Compassion, Friendship, 
Adaptability, Resilience in 
adversity, Tolerance, Value 
of community, Respect for 
family and community 
heritage 

A young Palestinian girl achieves her dream of 
inheriting her grandfather's flock, only to face severe 
hardships as encroaching Israeli settlements threaten 
her family's ancestral land. 
 

20 The Song Walker 

 

Zillah Bethell Friendship, Self-discovery, 
Courage, Embracing identity 
and individuality, Respect 
for family and community 
heritage, Cultural respect 

An amnesic girl wakes up in the Australian Outback 
and teams up with an Indigenous companion to trek 
across the desert using traditional songlines to 
uncover her identity and unlock a mystery. 
 



21 The Whale at the End of the 
World 

John Ironmonger Value of community and co-
operation, Resilience in 
adversity, Adaptability, Seek 
change for a better society 

A stranded city analyst and a mysterious whale wash 
up in a remote Cornish village, prompting the tight-knit 
community to band together and seal themselves off 
from the outside world as a global pandemic 
threatens civilisation 

 

22 Twitch M.G. Leonard Environmental 
responsibility, Respect, 
Friendship, Kindness, Self-
acceptance, Courage, 
Analytical thinking 

A bullied, bird-watching boy named Twitch uses his 
tracking skills to find an escaped convict and stolen 
cash hiding in his local nature reserve. 
 

23 Welcome to Nowhere Elizabeth Laird Courage, Prepared to 
challenge injustice, Love of 
Learning, Perseverance, 
Intellectual curiosity, Co-
operation, Resilience in 
adversity 

A deeply moving, empathetic novel that follows a 
young boy and his family as the devastating Syrian 
civil war forces them to leave their peaceful 
hometown and become refugees in search of a new 
home.  
 

24 White 
Fang 

Jack London Compassion, Kindness, 
Respect, Learning from 
mistakes, Self-discovery, 
Resililience 

Set in the brutal Canadian wilderness and later in 
California, White Fang tells the story of a wild wolf-dog 
hybrid that transitions from a life of harsh survival and 
vicious cruelty into one of ultimate domestication and 
deep love after being rescued by a kind master. 
 

25 Wink Rob Harrell Creative thinking, Self-
expression, Compassion, 
Embracing individuality, 
Friendship, Respect, 
Kindness 

Wink follows twelve-year-old Ross Maloy as he uses 
comic book drawing and rock music to survive the 
ultimate double whammy: a rare eye cancer diagnosis 
and the brutal drama of seventh grade. 
 



26 Wonder R.J. Palacio Empathy, Self-acceptance, 
Embracing identity and 
individuality, Courage, 
Resilience, Friendship 

A young boy born with severe facial deformities 
attends a mainstream school for the first time, facing 
bullying and friendship while inspiring his community 
to look past appearances. 
 

27 Young Samurai: The Way of 
the 
Warrior 

Chris Bradford Resilience, Perseverance, 
Cultural respect, Self-
development, Courage, 
Integrity, Respect, 
Compassion, Friendship 

After ninja pirates murder his father, Jack is adopted 
by a legendary samurai master. To survive and seek 
justice, Jack must train at an elite academy to master 
the warrior code. 
 

FICTION WITH MORE CHALLENGING THEMES 

28 A Good Girl’s Guide to 
Murder 

Holly Jackson Prepared to challenge 
injustice, Perseverance, 
Analytical thinking, Creative 
thinking, Resilience, 
Friendship, Courage 

A high school student investigates a closed local 
murder case for her senior project and uncovers a 
dangerous web of hidden secrets. 

 

29 An Officer and a Spy Robert Harris Prepared to Challenge 
injustice, Intellectual 
curiosity, Analytical thinking, 
Courage, Cultural respect, 
Resilience, Perseverance  

A historical thriller detailing the Dreyfus Affair, where a 
French intelligence officer discovers that a Jewish 
captain was falsely convicted of treason and risks 
everything to expose the military's cover-up. 
 

30 Boy Like Me Simon James Green Resilience, Self-discovery, 
Embracing identity, Seek 
change for a better society, 
Prepared to challenge 
injustice, Courage, Value of 
Community, Tolerance 

Two closeted teenagers who find forbidden love 
through secret library book notes, defying Britain’s 
real-world Section 28 law that banned schools from 
mentioning gay relationships. 
 



31 Brock  Anthony McGowan Compassion, Tolerance, 
Environmental respect, 
Integrity, Embracing identity 
and individuality, Prepared 
to challenge injustice, 
Responsibility 

A resilient teenager goes on a courageous mission to 
protect an orphaned badger cub from both the 
harshness of the elements and the cruel hands of a 
local gang.  
 

32 Fahrenheit 451 Ray Bradbury Resilience, Intellectual 
curiosity, Empathy, 
Friendship, Value of 
community, Seek change for 
a better society 

In a future society where books are banned, fireman 
Guy Montag rebels against his mind-controlling 
government after discovering the transformative 
power of reading. 
 

33 Family 
Matters 

Rohinton Mistry Compassion, Resilience in 
adversity, Prepared to 
challenge injustice, Seek 
change for a better society, 
Respect, Cultural respect 

A struggling Mumbai family is pushed to its emotional 
and financial limits while caring for their ailing, 
Parkinson's-afflicted patriarch. 
 

34 Glasgow Boys Margaret McDonald Friendship, Resilience in 
adversity, Compassion, 
Perseverance, Self-
acceptance, Embracing 
identity and individuality, 
Mental wellbeing, Respect 

Two care-experienced young men, Finlay and Banjo, 
navigate the transition into adulthood while 
confronting past trauma, complex masculinities, and 
the possibility of a better future. 
 

35 Great Expectations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charles Dickens Learning from mistakes, 
Friendship, Integrity, Self-
development, Empathy, 
Humility, Respect  

A coming-of-age story following Pip, a humble orphan 
who rises to be a London gentleman thanks to a 
mysterious fortune, ultimately discovering that true 
wealth, loyalty, and redemption stem from personal 
character rather than social status. 



36 In Memoriam Alice Winn Selflessness, Compassion, 
Friendship, Resilience, 
Courage, Embracing identity 
and individuality, Seeking 
change for a better society, 
Self-discovery 

Two young English boarding school students grapple 
with the horrors of the trenches in World War One and 
their forbidden love for one another. 
 

37 James Percival Everett Intellectual curiosity, Love of 
learning, Perseverance, 
Embracing identity, Cultural 
respect, Compassion, 
Friendship, Prepared to 
challenge injustice 

A subversive retelling of Adventures of Huckleberry 
Finn written from Jim’s perspective, revealing him as 
an educated, deeply intelligent man determined to 
secure his freedom and rescue his family.  
 

38 Lord of the Rings 

 

JRR Tolkien Courage, Perseverance, 
Prepared to challenge 
injustice, Friendship, 
Humility, Compassion, 
Resilience, Embracing 
challenge  

A fellowship of nine heroes unites to protect a small 
hobbit on a perilous quest to destroy a corrupting ring 
of power and defeat an evil Dark Lord. 
 

39 Nineteen Eighty-Four 

 

 

George Orwell Value of independent 
thinking, Friendship, Seek 
change for a better society, 
Prepared to challenge 
injustice, Courage 

In a grim totalitarian society, a low-ranking citizen 
risks everything to secretly rebel against the Party's 
total control over truth, history, and love. 
 

40 Noughts and Crosses Malorie Blackman Embracing identity, Seek 
change for a better society, 
Courage, Self-development, 
Friendship, Cultural respect, 
Integrity, Prepared to 
challenge injustice 

A dystopian novel about two childhood friends, Sephy 
and Callum, who navigate a forbidden romance in a 
society sharply divided by racial segregation and 
systemic injustice. 
 



41 Project Hail Mary Andy Weir Friendship, Cultural respect, 
Intellectual curiosity, Co-
operation, Resilience,  
Analytical thinking, Courage 

An amnesiac science teacher wakes on a spaceship 
light-years from Earth and must team up with an 
unlikely alien ally to stop a space-faring 
microorganism from causing global extinction. 
 

42 Purple Hibiscus 

 

Chimamanda Ngozi 
Adichie 

Resilience, Self-discovery, 
Independent thinking, 
Developing confidence, 
Cultural respect, Respect 
for community heritage, 
Embracing identity and 
individualism 

In post-colonial Nigeria, 15-year-old Kambili Achike 
and her brother Jaja break free from the oppressive, 
violent rule of their devoutly religious father to 
discover their own voices. 
 

43 Radio Silence 

 

Alice Oseman Embracing identity and 
individualism, Prepared to 
challenge injustice, Self-
development, Compassion, 
Friendship, Mental well-
being, Integrity 

A high-achieving student and shy podcast creator 
form a valuable friendship as they navigate mental 
health, the pressure of academic expectations, and 
find the courage to embrace their true identities. 
 

44 Secret of Secrets 

 

Dan Brown Intellectual curiosity, 
Boundless ambition, Critical 
thinking, Resilience, 
Perseverance, Integrity 

Harvard symbologist Robert Langdon races through 
the shadowy streets of Prague to protect his partner's 
groundbreaking manuscript, uncovering a covert 
conspiracy and a profound scientific discovery about 
human consciousness. 
 

45 Small Things Like These 

 

Claire Keegan Kindness, Compassion, 
Integrity, Altruism, Seek 
change for a better society, 
Prepared to challenge 
injustice, Selflessness 

A quiet coal merchant in 1980s Ireland discovers the 
harrowing abuse of young women at a local convent 
and faces a moral crisis over whether to intervene. 
 



46 The Book Thief 

 

Marcus Zusack Resilience, Courage, 
Compassion, Intellectual 
thinking, Prepared to 
challenge injustice, 
Friendship 

Narrated by Death, this novel follows a young foster 
girl named Liesel Meminger as she discovers the 
transformative power of words and literacy while her 
family risks everything to hide a Jewish refugee in their 
basement. 
 

47 The Brothers Karamazov 

 

Fyodor Mikhailovich 
Dostoevsky 

Kindness, Compassion, 
Learning from mistakes, 
Self-development, 
Intellectual curiosity, 
Responsibility, Value of 
community 

A profound philosophical novel that explores the 
eternal struggles of faith, doubt, free will, and morality 
through the tragic murder of a corrupt patriarch and 
the vastly different spiritual journeys of his three sons. 

 

48 The Curious Incident of the 
Dog in the Night-Time 

Mark Haddon Embracing challenge, 
Resilience, Embracing 
identity and individuality, 
Self-development, Courage 

An exceptionally intelligent 15-year-old boy with 
autism investigates the mysterious death of a 
neighbour's dog, unearthing dark family secrets that 
send him on a frightening but empowering journey to 
London to find his mother 

 

49 The Eternal Return on Clara 
Hart 

 

Louise Finch Prepared to challenge 
injustice, Respect, Learning 
from mistakes, Integrity, 
Personal accountability, 
Self-development  

Trapped in a time loop, a grieving teenager is forced to 
relive the tragic day of a classmate's death, prompting 
him to re-evaluate his values and confront the toxic 
masculinity within his friend group 

 

50 The Fault in Our Stars John Green Compassion, Self-
development, Courage, 
Value of community, 
Embracing challenge, 
Resilience in adversity 

A poignant story about two teenage cancer patients 
who fall deeply in love and learn to embrace life's 
meaning despite their terminal illnesses. 
 



51 The Final Empire: Mistborn 
Book One 

 

 

Brandon Sanderson Prepared to challenge 
injustice, Seek change for a 
better society, Respect, Co-
operation, Value of 
community, Resilience, 
Compassion, Courage. 
Integrity 

In a world choked by ash and ruled by an immortal 
tyrant, a street thief with secret magical powers joins 
a crew of rebels to overthrow the empire. 
 

52 The Hunger Games 

 

Suzanne Collins Resilience, Co-operation, 
Value in community, 
Courage, Prepared to 
challenge injustice, 
Kindness 

In a dystopian future, a brave teenager volunteers to 
compete in a televised, deadly fight-to-the-death 
arena to save her younger sister, ultimately sparking a 
dangerous rebellion against the tyrannical Capitol. 
 

53 The Knife of Never Letting Go Patrick Ness Empathy, Co-operation, 
Integrity, Prepared to 
challenge injustice, 
Perseverance 

Todd Hewitt is forced to flee his home after 
discovering a girl and a shocking secret, embarking on 
a dangerous race for survival across a world where a 
biological virus makes everyone's thoughts 
completely audible. 
 

54 The Old Man and the Sea 

 

Ernest Hemingway Resilience, Environmental 
responsibility,, Value of 
mentorship, Friendship, 
Wisdom, Mindfulness 

An aging, down-on-his-luck Cuban fisherman 
embarks on an epic voyage far out into the Gulf 
Stream, where he faces the ultimate test of endurance 
in a gruelling, days-long battle against a giant marlin. 
 

55 The Silver Chain 

 

Jion Sheibani Mental well-being, 
Resilience, Courage, Self-
development, Cultural 
respect, Embracing identity 
and individualism 

A coming-of-age verse novel about sixteen-year-old 
Azadeh, a talented scholarship student whose world 
unravels as her mother's mental health spirals, only 
for her to find healing and reconnection through her 
violin. 
 



56 The Tattooist of Auschwitz 

 

Heather Morris Resilience in adversity, 
Compassion, Courage, 
Prepared to challenge 
injustice, Value in 
community, Respect 

A Slovakian Jew forced to brand prisoners in a 
concentration camp fights to survive alongside the 
fellow captive he loves. 
 

57 The 
Trial 
 

Rob Rinder Embracing challenge, Self-
development, Empathy, 
Prepared to challenge 
injustice, Integrity, Courage 

When a celebrated policeman is poisoned, a 
struggling trainee barrister uncovers the dark truths 
behind the victim's past putting both his own career 
and the justice system to the test. 
 

58 To Kill a Mockingbird 

 

Harper Lee Empathy, Integrity, Cultural 
respect, Courage, Prepared 
to challenge injustice, Seek 
change for a better society, 
Compassion 

In the segregated South of the 1930s, a young girl 
learns the realities of human empathy and racial 
injustice when her principled father defends an 
innocent black man falsely accused of rape. 
 

GRAPHIC NOVELS AND MANGA 

59 Barakamon  Satsuki Yoshino Value in community, Co-
operation, Creative thinking, 
Mental well-being, Self-
development, Embracing 
identity and individuality, 
Kindness, Perseverance, 
Responsibility, Learning 
from mistakes 

An arrogant city calligrapher is exiled to a rural island, 
where a chaotic young girl and quirky locals force him 
to slow down, find his humility, and reinvent his art. 
 

60 Naruto Masashi Kishimoto Empathy, Friendship, 
Perseverance, Embracing 
identity and individuality, 
Leadership, Seek change for 
a better society, Courage 

Determined to earn respect, a lonely boy with a 
monstrous spirit sealed inside him trains as a ninja, 
unites a fractured world, and saves his best friend 
from darkness. 
 



61 Persepolis Marjane Satrapi Resilience in adversity, Love 
of learning, Cultural respect, 
Embracing identity, Respect 
for family and community 
heritage, Prepared to 
challenge injustice 

A true coming of age story about  a young girl in Iran 
during and after the Islamic Revolution, chronicling 
her struggle to navigate oppressive fundamentalist 
laws, personal rebellion, and the harsh realities of war 
before seeking education abroad. 
 

NON-FICTION FOR EVERYONE 

62 A Poet for Every Day of the 
Year 

Various Environmental respect, 
Resilience, Friendship, 
Value in community, 
Respect, Mindfulness, 
Respect for family and 
community heritage 

A daily anthology of poems reflecting the changing 
seasons and human emotions, capturing the enduring 
spirit of diverse literary voices across history. 
 

63 Boy: Tales of Childhood Roald Dahl Resilience, Adaptability, 
Creativity, Curiosity, 
Intellectual curiosity, 
Empathy, Friendship 

A humorous and vivid memoir detailing Roald Dahl’s 
eccentric childhood, strict British school days, and 
the real-life adventures that shaped his imagination. 
 

64 Chop Suey Nation Ann Huey Cultural respect, Embracing 
identity and individuality, 
Curiosity, Respect for family 
and community heritage, 
Resilience, Adaptability 

Journalist Ann Hui embarks on a cross-Canada road 
trip to uncover the history behind the ubiquitous 
small-town Chinese restaurants and their adaptive 
"Chop Suey" cuisine, weaving in her own family's 
personal story as former restaurant owners. 
 

65 How To 

 

Randall Munroe Learning from mistakes, 
Adaptability, Intellectual 
curiosity, Creative thinking, 
Embracing challenge, Love 
of learning 

How To explores absurdly over-engineered, 
scientifically grounded methods for everyday tasks to 
show the hilarious chaos of extreme problem-solving. 
 



66 My Family and Other 
Animals 

Gerald Durrell Environmental respect, 
Intellectual curiosity, Value 
of community, Cultural 
respect, Self-development. 
Adaptability 

Gerald Durrell's memoir chronicles his idyllic and 
humorous childhood on the Greek island of Corfu, 
where his fiercely eccentric, unconventional family 
navigates a chaotic, sun-drenched life alongside his 
ever-expanding menagerie of local pets and wildlife. 
 

67 My India: My Ideas for the 
Future 

APJ Abdul Kalem Seek change for a better 
society, Ambition, Integrity, 
Resilience, Intellectual 
curiosity, Respect, 
Compassion, Humility 

A collection of speeches inspiring young people to use 
education, innovation, and strong ethics to transform 
India into a developed and prosperous nation. It calls 
on young people to act as agents of change to build a 
stronger, more prosperous future. 
 

68 Shakespeare’s First Folio William Shakespeare/ 
Abridged by Anjuna 
Chouhan 

Resilience, Embracing 
identity and individuality, 
Compassion, Value in 
community, Creative 
thinking 

A beautifully illustrated adaptation of the landmark 
1623 original Shakespeare collection containing a 
world of wild adventures, hilarious pranks, and epic 
battles. 
 

69 Speeches that Changed the 
World 

Simon Sebag 
Montefiore 

Courage, Confidence, 
Prepared to challenge 
injustice, Seek change for a 
better society, 
Environmental respect 

A curated collection of speeches exploring how the 
spoken word has shaped humanity, tracing the 
triumphs, tragedies, and turning points of history 
through more than 70 monumental orations. 
 

70 The 
Golden 
Mole 

Katherine Rundell Environmental respect, 
Intellectual curiosity, 
Compassion 

A lavishly illustrated collection of passionate essays 
about the world’s most astonishing and endangered 
animals that serves as both a joyful celebration of 
nature's strangeness and an urgent, passionate 
clarion call to protect our planet's vanishing wonders.  
 



71 The Iliad Homer/Rosemary 
Sutcliffe 

Empathy, Compassion, 
Friendship, Selflessness, 
Respect, Humility, 
Perseverance, Courage,  
Responsibility 

With atmospheric illustrations by Alan Lee this is a 
masterfully accessible, sweeping retelling of the 
Trojan War, vividly detailing the epic clash between 
the Greeks and Trojans, driven by divine interference, 
tragic loss, and human hubris. 
 

72 The 
Rattle 
Bag 

Seamus Heaney and 
Ted Hughes 

Mindfulness, Environmental 
respect, Self-development, 
Resilience, Cultural respect, 
Value of community heritage 

A uniquely diverse poetry anthology that presents 
classic poems, folklore, and world literature in a 
simple alphabetical layout to spark raw, unfiltered 
reading discoveries. 
 

73 Timelines from Black History DK Resilience, Leadership, 
Intellectual curiosity, 
Ingenuity, Cultural respect, 
Prepared to challenge 
injustice, Co-operation 

This visual guide chronicles Black history from ancient 
African kingdoms to the modern day by highlighting 
the lives and lasting impacts of over 100 influential 
leaders and innovators. 
 

74 What If?  Randall Munroe Intellectual curiosity, 
Learning from mistakes, 
Adaptability, Creative 
thinking, Embracing 
challenge 

Randall Munroe applies rigorous scientific principles 
to provide humorous, detailed answers to absurd 
hypothetical scenarios. The book is a compilation of 
questions from his webcomic readers, illustrated with 
his signature stick-figure style. 
 

75 What the Romans Did for Us Philip Wilkinson Intellectual curiosity, 
Endeavour, Innovation, 
Adaptability, Creative 
thinking 

Examining the lasting impact of Roman occupation on 
Britain, this book highlights how innovations in 
engineering and infrastructure continue to influence 
modern daily life. 
 



76 You Are a Champion 

 

Marcus Rashford Embracing identity and 
individuality, Learning from 
mistakes, Seek change for a 
better society, Embracing 
challenge, Co-operation 

An inspiring, practical life guide for young people that 
combines Rashford’s personal journey with practical 
advice to help them build resilience, celebrate their 
unique identity, and achieve their full potential. 
 

GREATER DEPTH NON-FICTION (CHALLENGING THEMES) 

77 12 Rules for Life: An Antidote 
to Chaos 

 

Dr. Jordan Peterson Responsibility, Integrity, 
Courage, Compassion, Self-
development, Mindfulness 

Peterson argues that individuals can conquer life's 
inevitable chaos and suffering by taking absolute 
responsibility for themselves, speaking truthfully, and 
pursuing long-term meaning over short-term pleasure. 
 

78 21 Lessons for the 12st 
Century 

Yuval Noah Harari Resilience, Co-operations, 
Mindfulness, Self 
Awareness, Intellectual 
curiosity, Adaptability, 
Compassion, Courage 

Yuval Noah Harari examines how humanity can 
navigate an era of unprecedented technological 
disruption, political turbulence, and existential 
uncertainty by cultivating emotional resilience, critical 
thinking, and global cooperation. 
 

79 Abundance Ezra Klein and Derek 
Thompson 

Seek change for a better 
society, Creative thinking, 
Analytical thinking, 
Responsibility, 
Environmental respect 

Abundance is a rallying cry for a new "politics of 
building," arguing that modern society's biggest crises 
are not natural limits, but rather "chosen scarcities", 
so we must take collective action to create more 
housing, clean energy, and scientific breakthroughs. 
 

80 A Short History of Nearly 
Everything 

Bill Bryson Intellectual curiosity, 
Humility, Environmental 
respect 

An entertaining and accessible journey through the 
cosmos that bridges the gap between the Big Bang 
and modern civilization, ultimately highlighting the 
miraculous, fragile, and astronomically unlikely nature 
of human existence. 
 



81 Atomic 
Habits 

James Clear Responsibility, Self-
development, Embracing 
identity, Resilience, 
Perseverance 

James Clear teaches that achieving significant, lasting 
personal growth doesn't require massive 
transformations, but rather the cumulative power of 
tiny, 1% daily improvements guided by effective 
systems. 
 

82 Audacity of Hope Barack Obama Co-operation, Empathy, 
Respect, Integrity, Value of 
community, Responsibility, 
Seek change for a better 
society 

The Audacity of Hope is Barack Obama's political 
memoir and manifesto, outlining his core belief that 
Americans can overcome deep partisan divides, 
restore political empathy, and work collaboratively to 
reclaim the American Dream. 
 

83 Bounce: The Myth of Talent 
and the Power of Practice 

Matthew Syed Confidence, Perseverance, 
Embracing challenge, 
Responsibility, Independent 
learning, Self-development, 
Adaptability 

Bounce demonstrates that world-class success 
stems from thousands of hours of deliberate practice 
rather than innate talent, utilizing scientific research, 
case studies of prodigies, and the author's experience 
as an Olympic athlete. 
 

84 Freakonomics 

 

Steven D Levitt Intellectual curiosity, 
Analytical thinking, Integrity, 
Independent thinking 

Freakonomics reveals the hidden motives behind 
human behaviour by using economic data to 
challenge conventional wisdom about how the world 
works 

 

85 How to win friends and 
influence 
people 

Dale Carnegie Empathy, Respect, 
Confidence, Leadership, 
Kindness, Co-operation, 
Self-development 

How to Win Friends and Influence People teaches you 
to achieve personal and professional success by 
developing deep empathy, genuinely appreciating 
others, and focusing on what they care about rather 
than forcing your own agenda.  
 



86 How we decide 

 

Jonah Lehrer Integrity, Self-development, 
Mindfulness, Learning from 
mistakes, Perseverance, 
Intellectual curiosity,  

Jonah Lehrer demonstrates that the best choices are a 
finely tuned balance of both reason and emotion by 
weaving together cutting-edge neuroscience 
experiments with dramatic, real-world case studies 
that illustrate the brain's dual processing systems in 
action.  
 

87 Humankind Rutger Brehgman Integrity, Co-operation, 
Compassion, Altruism, 
Value of community, 
Responsibility 

Humankind dismantles the cynical assumption that 
humans are inherently selfish and violent, arguing that 
our species is biologically hardwired for cooperation, 
kindness, and "survival of the friendliest." 

 

88 Mao’s Last Dancer Li Cunxin Resilience, Perseverance, 
Courage, Embracing 
challenge, Embracing 
identity, Integrity, Humility 

The inspiring true story of Li Cunxin, a boy from rural, 
poverty-stricken China who is plucked from obscurity 
to train in ballet, ultimately defecting to the US to 
pursue personal, artistic and political freedom. 
 

89 Meditations 

 

 

Marcus Aurelius Mindfulness, Courage, Well-
formed convictions, Value of 
community, Self-awareness, 
Compassion, Co-operation, 
Empathy, Humility 

Meditations is a deeply personal journal of Stoic 
philosophy that teaches readers to cultivate inner 
peace, embrace the present moment, and accept fate 
by choosing to control one's own perceptions rather 
than letting external events dictate their happiness. 
 

90 Politics on the Edge 

 

 

Rory Stewart Resilience, Learning from 
mistakes, Independent 
thinking, Leadership, Value 
in community, Intellectual 
curiosity, Humility, Integrity 

Politics on the Edge combines a searing critique of a 
broken political system with an inspiring defence of 
public service, showcasing how dedicated leaders 
can still achieve meaningful local reforms and fight 
passionately for institutional renewal. 
 



91 Sapiens 

 

 

Yuval Noah Harari Creative thinking, Co-
operation, Intellectual 
curiosity, Value of 
community 

Harari argues that humans conquered the globe and 
dominated the planet primarily because of our 
unique, unparalleled ability to create, share, and 
collectively believe in abstract myths, such as 
religion, money, and empires, which enabled large-
scale human cooperation. 
 

92 Silent Spring Rachel Carson Seek change for a better 
society, Responsibility, 
Integrity, Environmental 
respect 

Carson warns that widespread chemical pesticide use 
destroys ecosystems and threatens human health, 
ultimately sparking the modern environmental 
movement and leading to a nationwide ban on DDT. 
 

93 The Boy Who Harnessed the 
Wind 

 

Bryan Mealer and 
William Kamkwamba 

Courage, Perseverance, 
Resilience, Love of learning, 
Intellectual curiosity, 
Independent thinking, 
Adaptability, Resourceful, 
Value of community, 
environmental respect, Seek 
change for a better society 

The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind follows a 
resourceful young boy in Malawi who, despite poverty 
and devastating famine, teaches himself physics and 
builds a makeshift windmill to generate electricity and 
save his village from starvation. 
 

94 The Coming Wave 

 

Mustafa Suleyman Integrity, Responsibility, 
Embracing challenge, 
Adaptability, Intellectual 
curiosity 

The Coming Wave warns that the rise of AI and 
biotechnology may impact global stability, suggesting 
a need for technological containment to address 
potential risks. 
 

95 The Great 
Guide: What 
David Hume 
Can Teach Us 
About Being 
Human and 
Living Well 

Julian Baggini Co-operation, Empathy, 
Responsibility, Intellectual 
curiosity 

Julian Baggini distils the life and philosophy of David 
Hume into practical lessons, demonstrating how 
scepticism, moderation, and intellectual humility can 
lead to a deeply fulfilling and meaningful life. 
 



96 The Shortest History of 
Democracy 

 

John Keane Responsibility, Integrity, Co-
operation, Seek change for a 
better society, Intellectual 
curiosity, Value in 
community 

John Keane traces a 4,000-year evolution of self-
government from ancient Syrian assemblies to 
modern "monitory" systems, arguing that democracy 
remains humanity's most vibrant tool for holding 
power to account despite ongoing threats. 
 

97 The Silk Roads: A New 
History of the 
World 

Peter Frankopan Intellectual curiosity, Co-
operation, Cultural respect, 
Innovation, Resilience, 
Adaptability 

The Silk Roads shifts the focus of world history away 
from the West, proving that Central Asian trade routes 
have always driven global civilization, power, and 
wealth. 
 

98 The Story of a Heart 

 

Rachel Clarke Altruism, Empathy, 
Intellectual curiosity, 
Compassion 

The Story of a Heart details how the tragic death of 
nine-year-old Keira saves the life of nine-year-old Max 
through a groundbreaking heart transplant, blending a 
deeply moving story of grief and altruism with the 
history of cardiac surgery. 
 

99 Tuesdays with Morrie 

 

Mitch Albom Value in community, 
Integrity, Compassion, Love 
of learning, Compassion, 
Respect, Value of 
mentorship, Mindfulness 

A heart-warming memoir, chronicling author Mitch 
Albom's weekly visits to his dying former college 
professor, Morrie Schwartz, who imparts profound, 
life-altering lessons on love, compassion, and what 
truly matters before passing away. 
 

100 When Breath Becomes Air 

 

Paul Kalanithi Perseverance, Embracing 
challenge, Integrity, 
Intellectual Curiosity, 
Empathy, Resilience 

A poignant memoir of a brilliant neurosurgeon who, 
after being diagnosed with terminal lung cancer at age 
thirty-six, transitions from healer to patient and 
reflects on mortality, meaning, and what truly makes 
life worth living. 
 

 


